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Annual Report of Church Activities and Groups 2017

The following reports have been received from various church organisations and activities.  The absence of a report does not mean that the activity is not happening, merely that no report was received.

BAPTISMS







    Beverley Stockill
Baptism is an important start for babies, children and adults on their journey of faith and I am pleased to report that 8 adults and 10 babies and children were baptised in 2017.

Baptism preparations are delivered by Lynne Legrove, supported by her husband Bob, and our curate Danny Rodgers.  Our thanks go to these people for their invaluable service.

Being a Baptism host involves delivering a baptism preparation session lasting about an hour once a month. This is explaining the meaning and responsibilities of baptism, and being present at each baptism to welcome the families once a month, and organise as necessary. 

If you feel that you would be able to help in this important ministry please contact  Lynne or the Church office.

Following the Alpha course we had 13 confirmations.

BELLRINGERS REPORT

        
                Andrew Spencer
Bellringing arrangements with ringers shared with Maids Moreton and Stowe have continued with ringing for services on a rota.  We have been training the new recruits from our open day 2 years ago and have started to benefit from their contributions ringing at services and weddings during the past year.       

Ringers social activities this year have included a breakfast, summer afternoon event and Christmas party. 

 The bellropes are showing signs of wear, I am working through a programme of removing worn sections and splicing the rope to extend their life by another couple of years.

BITTERNES AFLOAT



             Will Trevitt

Bitternes Afloat is a Christian Sailing Cruise for 11-18 year olds, run every Easter on the Norfolk Broads, we take young people primarily from our 5 partner churches of which Buckingham Parish Church is one.  Each day of the week we aim to encounter God through morning bible study and evening activities and to learn how to sail on the waterways of the Broads.  

In 2017 we took the theme of who we are, which led on to our relationship with God and who He knows us to be.  We were challenged to think about how each of us fits into God’s plan.  

We took 18 young people from Buckingham and 7 adults, 4 of whom grew up in Buckingham going on the cruises and who now return as leaders.  It was a week of powerful encounters with God and great fellowship with some of His friends.

BOOKSTALL





             Zena Greig

The bookstall had five different selections of books available during 2017, the bulk of which are obtained on a sale or return basis from St. Andrews Bookshop in Oxford. Other books have been specifically ordered when requested.

Approximately 190 books were sold in 2017. They included children's books, Bibles, biographies and books on prayer and bible study, current issues, apologetics and marriage and family life. A selection of CDs of hymns and worship songs has also been introduced. The bookstall was open for the three main Sunday services and supplied a selection of books for the Marriage course, the Autumn Alpha course and some Connect group courses.

A small profit is made on the sale or return books and this is used to cover any damaged books and to occasionally gift books or bibles on special occasions or to those who would otherwise find it difficult to buy them.

The long-term viability of church bookstalls is in question due to the increase of on-line sales and e-books but I believe they still have a role to play in show-casing the wide range of excellent Christian books available.

BPC KIDS






  Tom Brice

2017 has been an exciting year, building on the foundation of the year before, in particular, the implementation of the new BPC Kids structure: Stepping Stones (Ages 3-5) fantastically led by Kelly Ingle, Sparks (Year 1-2) and Dynamite (Years 3-6). This continues to be a place where children are beginning to grow more deeply in their personal faith journeys with God through fun, interactive and creative sessions. 

In September, I started as the new Children’s Pastor and I worked with Emma for the remainder of the year to ensure the transition of roles were smoothly implemented. The team has been amazingly supportive in this process and continue to grow in number and involvement. A small planning team gathers every 6 weeks to plan the topics and activities covered in all sessions. A Kids Leaders Gathering was held in May where the vision was shared with the team and it was great time to reflection and reviewing what we do.

The themes covered this year have been: The Armour of God; Wonderful ways to Worship where it was amazing to see the kids trying out different ways to connect with God; God’s House and the Holy Spirit (Gifts and Fruit). In September, a new planning resource called Urban Saints: Energise was purchased and is now used to connect all groups planning (including Stepping Stones). This has been well received by both the children and adults.

Big Story Sunday has continued to be enjoyed by everyone. This is an all age service and usually involves lots of all-age songs, a drama, a creative and engaging talk, and an interactive response. The Youth led BSS in October in a powerful way and connected well with the Holy Spirit theme in the children’s work, enabling parents to be involved in what the children had been learning.

Glow Party – It was the first time we were able to provide an event on Halloween Night that was church and faith based for the children in our church. It was essentially for BPC Kids and their friends and approximately 30 children came. They had great fun taking part in a variety of games, activities, crafts and eating food together. Next year we will look to make it more of an outreach opportunity. 

Crib Service – This was a very successful opportunity for families to come together to share in the excitement of the build up to Christmas and for the children to play an active part in the nativity story. We had approximately 45 children there with the stage filling up beautifully with shepherds, angels, kings and animals. It drew in many families connected with Messy Church and Ark which was great to see.

Schools Assembly Team - In 2017 the Buckingham Churches Together had a small team who went into local primary schools from January to July to run assemblies. Often this was done in pairs and written by one of the team members. The children always seem to really enjoy these assemblies and the team often got great feedback from the staff. This provision continued until July and then went through a process of review based on significant changes to the teams involved. 

From September Jo Brice and I visited the schools and cast a fresh vision, to expand and deepen the work in each school in a personal and mutually effective way, expanding beyond assemblies through seeking to introduce after school’s clubs and other exciting possibilities.

Alongside this, with Well Street Church, we put on two events, Easter Cracked and Christmas Unwrapped. This is where the schools bring a year group into both churches to learn more about the real Easter and Christmas stories. This is done using creative stations, crafts and games. Again, this is a really important part of our ministry and such an amazing opportunity to get to meet with the children in our town. There is a great team of volunteers who enjoy getting really involved in the dramas in each station. Unfortunately, Christmas Unwrapped was cancelled this year due to the snow which was very sad indeed for all involved. Both events are well received by the schools and the children get very excited about being a part of it. 

BPC MISSION PARTNERS




Zena Greig
BPC has three Mission Partners, Chris & Fiona Courtman and Emma Cottrell, who are supported financially both by our church and by individuals, prayed for regularly in services, prayer groups and Connect Groups and from whom we receive regular updates of their work and ministry. 

Emma Cottrell - Created Creative - The Middle East, Eastern Europe & UK
Emma Cottrell travels to places in the Middle East and Eastern Europe to work with and support local churches and mission organisations. During 2017 her ministry involved discipleship, mentoring and facilitating times of creativity and training for teams in local churches, who are using creativity to reach out to the broken and those in need.

Emma is currently back in the UK and is in the process of setting up a charity called ‘Created Creative’ in partnership with BPC to enable further development of this work. While in Buckingham she is involved in ministry and outreach work locally and within church. She has ongoing overseas ministry trips planned for later on in the spring.

The Courtman Family - Latin Link - Arequipa, Peru

The Courtman family have now completed 18 months of the Latin Link ‘Stride’ programme. Having changed projects partway through the first year Fiona is currently supporting a textiles social enterprise in a ‘pueblo joven’ (unplanned new settlement) on the edge of Arequipa. The project seeks to provide employment to women who come from extremely marginalised and deprived communities. 

Chris has become increasingly involved in a local international school, which is connected to Latin Link, where he is able to take part in discipleship and evangelism with both staff and students. Some of the highlights have been leading bible studies in both Spanish and English with teaching staff and working with the student Christian Union bodies in the school. After an invitation to visit the local highlands, Chris has devoted some of his time to travelling to these remote communities. 

With a renewed sense of vocation and deeper understanding of where their giftings may be used, Chris and Fiona are hoping to return to Peru on the ‘Stay’ programme (Latin Link’s long term programme) in 2019. The Family will therefore be on a period of home-assignment from September 2018 to January 2019. 

BPC YOUTH






Emma King   
2017 was a very exciting year for BPC Youth, with lots of new things happening. Some of the highlights included: The BPC Youth Pancake Party in Feb, where over 100 families from Buckingham came along to celebrate Shrove Tuesday, all organised and led by our youth group! We also had a small team of young people helping with outreach in town over Easter & the family fun day. They did such a fantastic job at handing out drinks and treats while they chatted and blessed people in town. 

In August 2017 a small group went along to Soul Survivor Festival for the first time. It was an amazing few days and the young people that went along met with God in powerful ways, bringing their passion and excitement for God back to Buckingham with them. Then, to finish off the year with a bang, we had our first ever BPC Youth Christmas Party with over 30 young people coming along for a great celebration!

In 2018 we look forward to some more exciting events, including another Pancake Party (even bigger and better), a sponsored “Lock In” overnight in church, our first ever BPC Youth Weekend Away and another trip to Soul Survivor in August. Please do pray for us!

Ark




      Amanda Marshall & Jo Brice

Ark has continued to be a great thriving, relaxed and exciting hub for all who attend from within Buckingham and increasingly the wider areas. It continues to reach on average 70 babies and toddlers each week and about 40 parents. The Ark has been run very efficiently by a great team of volunteers, many of which came to the end of their time of serving when their children started school in September 2017. A new team has recently formed with fresh volunteers and Jo Brice, who is the new Families Team Leader in January 2018, spent quite a bit of time meeting with the team and getting to know the attendees throughout October to December. 

Lucia has continued to play a very supportive and key role in leading the music part of Ark. She is looking to explore engaging another parent to co-lead with her. 

The team continue to offer varied support through building relationships with the parents, to playing with the children and also welcoming and befriending all who attend. Craft has been difficult to co-ordinate since the team changed and it will be good to empower someone with a natural gifting in this area to lead on this.

Informal prayer support from Gill Gawthorne and Anne Mercer continues to be key for the group and a great pastoral support to the leaders.

We have run a parenting course and Alpha alongside Ark this year. This has worked well as some of the parents from Ark have been able to attend through creche provision being made available.

Blaze (Year 7-9 Youth Group                   
                         Emma King
Blaze has had a great year, seeing lots of new faces coming along. In the summer term we spent some time focusing on mental health and how to manage this with all the pressures you face as a teenager; school, exams, relationships, family expectations etc. The young people engaged really well with this. During the Autumn term we focused on Spending Time with God, giving them practical opportunities of doing this and we saw young people experiencing this at Blaze. Amongst our busy programme we’ve also been on some trips and had socials, including Laser Planet, Water fights, Bounce and themed evenings at church. We also attend regular Soul Survivor Celebrations in Watford, which is a church service in Watford for Christian youth groups all over the UK. They love going to this and engage in worship, talks and meet hundreds of other Christians.

Fuel (Year 9-13 Youth Group) 
                     
         Emma King
Back in the summer term of 2017, Fuel was still meeting at The Centre on Thursday evenings. Attendance dipped for a while as many young people were completing GCSE’s at school. Towards the summer we saw some of the Year 9’s from Blaze transitioning into Fuel, which we did over a few different transition events including, BBQ’s, Park nights and a trip to Bounce MK. In September, we moved the group to a Wednesday evening and changed the venue to Emma’s house, to make it more of a connect group feel. This really enabled the young people to form close friendships with each other, and we’ve seen such a difference in how open and honest they feel they can be with each other – a great success!

During the Autumn Term we did the Youth Alpha course, which fitted extremely well following our trip to Soul Survivor in the summer. This included having dinner together each evening, which the young people loved and it was great to have adults from BPC help provide these. The young people that attend this group are amazing, they are passionate and bold about their faith, and love to go deeper and grow in their understanding of God and the Bible. The group has grown in size with 20 young people altogether who come on a regular basis, including approx. 15 that come weekly. In order to encourage young people to come along to church services on a Sunday we’ve also started a Sunday evening meet up at Costa before the 6pm, and hope this will encourage young people to get involved in church life. 

The Way 



           
                         Emma King
The Way has continued to meet during the 6pm service, going upstairs after the worship. Each week, we spend some time chilling and focusing on building relationships, usually by sharing, eating and playing games. We then spend some time focusing on a topic and praying together.  Most of the young people that come along to this group come from Christian families, which means they have a foundation when it comes to faith. It’s been great to go deeper with them and encourage them to step out, plus seeing them form close friendships with each other. On the first Sunday of the month the young people stay in the service, which is important for them to feel a part of the wider church and enjoy the monthly extended time of worship. We hope to build on this and encourage them to serve on a team during this service too. 

Back in October 2017 The Way led its very own 9.30 Youth Takeover Service which was a huge success! We spent a few weeks planning beforehand, with the theme being Fruits of the Spirit. Young people led worship, put together a drama, led the talk, prayers and response. The kids who came along really engaged with this service and we had so much positive feedback from the adults too! We’re planning to do it again in October and also a 6pm Youth Takeover! 

Holiday Club 


             
                          Emma King
For one week in summer 2017 the annual ecumenical Buckingham Churches Holiday Club ran for 4-15 year olds. The age groups were split into two, Venue 1: Aged 4-Year 5, and Venue 2: Years 6-9.

Venue1
In the mornings, for the children the theme for the week was ‘Showstoppers!’, looking at God’s plan for salvation, focusing on creative arts. Through worship, drama, storytelling, small groups, craft and sports children met with Jesus throughout the week. We had approx. 150 children attending and a wonderful team of volunteers supporting and making Holiday Club happen. We had some great feedback from the children, who are already looking forward to Holiday Club 2018.

Venue 2 

Last year, Venue 2 met in the afternoons and focused on the theme ‘The Big 5’, answering 5 big questions throughout the week. These included: Who is Jesus? How to read the Bible? What is the purpose of life? What does God think about Mental Health? We also finished with a question panel on the Friday, where the young people had the opportunity to ask the leaders anything they wanted. We also used worship, talks, videos, crafts and sports to create an action packed week. The young people also split into 3 workshop groups during sessions, choosing between film-making, drama or dance to work on their own creative projects linking to the theme of worship. Overall, we had a great week meeting with about 25 young people. 
Messy Church


    Amanda Marshall &  Jo Brice

Messy Church is a great place where families can come together and attend church in a creative way. The first 40 minutes area time where families can have fun together exploring the theme through crafts, games and activities. We then have a short celebration involving singing with actions and a short talk. Following this we enjoy discussing the theme and spending time together over a delicious home cooked meal. 

During 2017 Messy Church continued to grow in numbers averaging around 80 plus each week.  The team has changed over the year with a few new members and two new people joining the core planning group. The banner in town has helped encourage people to come and the emails to the Ark mums have been the main source of invitation. There have been times where adverts are shared in schools. 

As the year has progressed we have been thinking more about how we could begin to disciple our families better and this might be a good next step for Messy church under Jo Brice who will be leading Messy Church as Families Team Leader in January 2018.  

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

              Judith Bundock
As the parable of the talents tells us, much is expected of those to whom much is given. 

We have a wonderful message to share, an impressive church building for worship, a growing congregation and, compared with large areas of this country and the wider world, we have vast resources both individually and corporately. Stewardship is all about how we use this abundance we have been given, both individually and as the church and our Annual Reports are full of accounts of our Stewardship. This report focuses on our financial stewardship.  

Here at SSPP we encourage and facilitate regular giving to support our mission and ministry. By giving regularly:

· we acknowledge that our giving is an important part of our personal life, budget and Christian Discipleship. 

· we enable the PCC to budget for its expenses and new opportunities.

· we enable and simplify the process of claiming gift aid, where appropriate, which adds 25% to gifts from taxpayers.

In 2017 the number of individuals or family units who gave regularly to the General Fund was 166 (163 in 2016) contributing £177,103 in the year (£162,712 in 2016). Gift Aid increased our 2017 regular giving to the General Fund by a further £37,843. 

Thank you to all who regularly and generously contribute to our church funds. If you would like to start or change your contributions please contact me on stewardship@buckinghamparishchurch.org.uk

CHURCH CHOIR




        Robert Tucker
We are a welcoming, thriving group of children and adults, who sing a wide variety of repertoire at SSPP, at benefice churches, and other occasions; including carols for Florence Nightingale Hospice, and Villiers hotel. We aim to make the best use of music to enhance worship. 

Our aim for 2018 is to build a festal choir for special occasions. This year we updated the choir web page to assist recruitment and we created a new guidance document for choristers, along with recruitment letters for schools. We appointed Neil Arnold as Choir Support and Children’s Officer.   There were several membership changes this year; the children particularly make excellent progress as they sail through the RSCM award scheme. We are delighted to announce the award of Head Chorister to Bethia for her ability and longstanding commitment. 

Huge thanks to everyone, noting Ray Mitchell, assistant organist, and Andrew Shergold for deputising at rehearsals.

CHURCH FLOWERS

   

                   Valerie Hirons

We have had another busy year in decorating the church with flowers each week and at Festivals. I would like to thank all the members of the Flower Team for their help and enthusiasm.  Apart from arranging the flowers to look their best, we often pop into church to tend them through the week days. This is behind the scenes work, just as is removing withering blooms and greenery. So to all the flower team, thank you.

CHURCH OFFICE


   
                  Jan Ballantyne
The work of the church office work continues to increase as the life and ministry of the church has grown. The small team of 7 volunteers staff the office on weekdays and very capably multi task to deal with the varied jobs and workloads that are met throughout the year.  My thanks go to all the members of the team, to Ann Bursnall, Anne Exelby, Jean Froude, Karin Lorenti, Shirley Marshall, Ray Mitchell, Beverley Stockill and Gill Stopps for their commitment and dedication.  

CONNECT GROUPS & SMALL GROUP NETWORK   

          Revd Michael Greig 
 BPC has a network of around 20 Connect Groups and about 6 other small groups (Prayer Groups, Theology Group etc.). Group leaders met three times during the year to share news and support one another and for two training sessions covering ‘making disciples’ and ‘listening skills’. There have been several changes in group leaders and two groups merged to form one new one. New initiatives included the forming two ‘Post Alpha’ groups and a new one in Brackley. 

The role of Connect Groups is to help: 

• implement the BPC vision to worship God, make friends and help to change the world 

• people to form deepening friendships & a sense of belonging both within the group & the church 

• ensure that everyone in CG groups is ‘cared for’ practically & pastorally 

• individuals to grow as disciples of Jesus & effective ministers and leaders

• equip people to be effective Christians in an unbelieving world 

My role is to ensure that group leaders are trained, equipped and well supported, as well as encouraging as many regular church members as possible to join a group. We have a close link with the Alpha courses to encourage those who have attended to join a Connect Group. 

Fishers Field Connect Group
                       Gill & Keith Croxton
The group meets fortnightly on Monday mornings from 10.45 am to 12 noon at the home of Mary Meluish. 

There are 11 members in the group. During the year we tackled the Paraclesis course and are currently studying John’s gospel. 

We enjoy discussing the Bible passage, finding new truths and insights, and sharing what God’s word says to us as we seek to deepen our faith together. Fellowship, supporting and praying for each other and having fun are also important parts of our time together.   

Tuesday Afternoon House Group
   
                    Valerie Hirons

We meet on the last Tuesday afternoon of the month. For the most recent topic we have been looking at Bishop Stephen’s booklet on the Beatitudes and how we can incorporate them into our church life. We have found it very interesting to study the Beatitudes from this angle of characteristics of a healthy church. i.e. Contemplation, Compassion and Courage. After some Bible Study and relaxed discussion we have a cup of tea and chat

Tudor Meadows Connect Group  

        Gill & Keith Croxton
The group meets fortnightly on Monday evenings from 7.30pm to 9pm. We are currently meeting at 18 Eider Close.  

There are 9 members in the group. We start our evening with refreshments and a time of sharing. We then move on to Bible teaching/study (which invariably includes lively discussions), prayer and fellowship. We are currently studying 1Corinthians which has been really challenging. 

Connect Groups are about building relationships and friendships, supporting each other in prayer and practical ways, developing and deepening our faith together and having fun. We try, as best we can, to embrace all these.
COURSES

Alpha




                        Revd  Michael Greig
The Alpha Course is as a key activity at BPC, as a means to help people explore the Christian faith, to refresh and encourage those who are on a journey of faith and to help those joining the church to understand the core theological values of the church.  
 In 2017 we exceeded our aim by holding 4 courses – three evening and one day-time and as a result several people came to faith and others grew in their understanding of life with Jesus.

 Each course was followed by a short Post Alpha Course and then participants were encouraged to join a Connect Group. Two new Connect groups have resulted from this and we have gained a much better understanding of how to help people to grow as disciples of Jesus and become integrated into church life
A great team of leaders and helpers have lead the course with Liz Ogden & Chris Armstrong providing amazing food for two evening courses and Jacqui Cooke for the third. 
Marriage




    Revd Will Pearson-Gee
A Marriage Course was run in BPC in the Spring Term.  With some 22 couples attending it was a huge success.  The evening started with drinks and canapés and was followed by an excellent meal during which videos were shown and time allocated for discussion. It was a marvellous opportunity for the couples to have a weekly ‘date night’ to deepen and strengthen their marriages.  The church provided a perfect venue making full use of the projection and sounds systems.

Parenting



                 Revd Will Pearson-Gee

A Parenting course was run in the autumn term and attended by 10 parents.  It was run during The Ark and a crèche was provided.  This provided not only much needed help and advice but also a bridge from Ark to the church.  A parenting teens course will be run in 2018 and further courses are envisaged - perhaps within schools.
DEANERY SYNOD




             Paul Hirons

Once again the business of the Synod has concentrated on the situation at Stowe church.

Rev Sue Sampson has left and the parish is being covered by a team from the congregation., with assistance from retired priests. The plan is for Stowe to join one of the current Benefices in the Deanery and consultations are taking place to establish which Benefice it could be.  Currently the favourite seems to be North Buckingham.

There have been discussions concerning the shape of the Buckingham Benefice, which needs to be sorted as Rev Gussie Walsh has announced she will be retiring in the autumn.

One disturbing factor is that, I believe, for the first time, the Deanery has not paid its Parish Share.  There is little chance of getting additional ordained staff, paid by the Diocese, if the share is not paid.
FABRIC



                 Revd Will Pearson-Gee

In 2017 the only major item was the upgrading of the nave lighting.  Preventative maintenance took place (primarily gutter cleaning and keeping the waste outflow clear) but most other activity was around planning.  Those projects that were under consideration were: the installation of a baptistery, the re-ordering of the side chapel, the replacement of the nave chairs, the re-ordering of the back of church (in order to create a welcome area and coffee area) and the redevelopment of the kitchen.  It is hoped that these projects will be moved on in 2018.

‘FOCUS’ Church Summer Holiday
                 Revd Will Pearson-Gee

Once again members of the Church joined the Holy Trinity Brompton (HTB) annual church’ summer holiday at ‘FOCUS’.  It was our second year at the glorious 7,500 acre estate at Somerley Hall in Hampshire.   It was a stunning location set in a beautiful valley.  Of the 7500 people attending 50 were from BPC all of whom camped.   Once again the group enjoyed a wonderful week of fellowship and inspiring worship and teaching.  

MISSION and OUTREACH                                 
       Keith Croxton

Mission and Outreach is a sub group of the PCC mandated to discern and respond to the spiritual and social needs in the community: reaching out to share God’s love and compassion with others. 

Coffee Service






  

This continues to run on Saturday mornings between 10.30 am and 12 noon. Numbers vary considerably but it provides a welcome for visitors and a place for the church family to drop in for a chat. 

Community Lunch



  
      Sheila Handley

The Community Lunch has been running for over 4 years. Since last year the number of attendees has increased and we regularly serve 60 people, often more. We have welcomed many new people as well as our ‘old’ friends.

We have several rotas running: minibus drivers bringing in folks from all sides of Buckingham, table and chair ‘putters-out and putters-back’, ladies who come every week or monthly to set the tables, serve the folks, wash up and clear, soup makers, and myself who usually cooks the main courses. Susan Mileham and Maurice Stanton-Saringer are able to step in to cook in my absence. Donations have been excellent, with a surplus of just over £1000. We have been able to subsidise 2 minibus outings for our older folks, donate to the running of the minibus, fund our drivers medicals when they reach 70, and we plan to help pay for the new dishwasher. We served a full Christmas lunch to 90 people and 16 helpers, offering a free raffle and entertainment by the Ukelele group.

There are so many people we thank for their continued support from the office, rota organisers and those who come to sit alongside our diners, offering a friendly face and a listening ear
Food Service



         
                      Keith Croxton
During 2017 we delivered 113 food parcels and made a special delivery of 43 Christmas parcels to families identified by our partners in the community. We continue to receive a steady stream of food donations so generously made by our church family as well as local schools and other churches. 

Food Storage is based in The Centre managed by Beverley Stockill and Anne Mercer. The team of telephone coordinators and shoppers make sure the requests for parcels are quickly met and are doing a great job.  
Kit Cat Club




            

   
   Christine Barrell
We have had yet another busy year, starting off with 28 of us going to the Buckingham Community Pantomime which was a fantastic afternoon treat.  We held regular Thursday afternoon meetings during the school holidays and during the Easter holiday some of our older children had a week away with Bitternes Afloat.  During the summer, on a lovely sunny afternoon, we completed a Buckingham Treasure Trail and then had a full day out at Mead Open Farm near Leighton Buzzard.  Our numbers continue to range between 20 and 25 per session and we currently have a waiting list of children. We are so thankful for all the generous donations we have received during the year, which enables us to provide these children with a hot meal, games, crafts and just a safe environment to be in.

Men’s Ministry


                      Revd Danny Rodgers

The Men’s Ministry of the church grew significantly in 2017 as a number of successful evangelistic and social events were held throughout the year. As ever, the BBQ was a massive success with over 80 men gathering together to enjoy some of the finest meat one could ever hope to eat and to hear the testimony of how Jesus had transformed the life of a former police officer and violent criminal. Other highlights include several dinners at local Indian and Turkish restaurants which have been an excellent opportunity for men to make friends and build relationships with one another. I would like to offer a huge thank you to the men who have helped in various ways to organise and deliver the activities we have enjoyed in the past year
New Estate




                     Keith Croxton

The final round of cake deliveries welcoming folk to the new estate on Lace Hill was carried out during the year. Many thanks to Ian who baked hundreds of splendid cakes, a wonderful achievement. As a result of delivering these cakes a number of those visited came to church and/or one the activities run by church. This initiative was a valuable ministry in the life of the church.   

Outreach Pastor



    
   George Pinnegar

Sanctuary


Sanctuary in 2017 went through a period of low numbers attending so we have put it on hold from December 2017. At Illusive Festival, we provided a healing tent open for 72 hours; 13 people gave their lives to Christ, of which I know that one person at least is continuing exploring faith in Christ. We had a fair few people give their lives to Christ, and the skate park outreach gave the message of hope to those in our community affected by the cyclical nature of poverty and drug addiction and a few people responded positively. We are currently going through a period of intense discipleship for those that came to faith during the year and a half of monthly events and meetings.
Parish Weekend Away


                     Keith Croxton
The Parish Weekend Away took place from Friday 29th September to Sunday 1st October at The Hayes Conference Centre in Derbyshire.  One hundred and thirty members of BPC attended, from across the congregations, of which 99 were adults and 31 were children (including young helpers). Ten of the children were under six.  The youth and the young children had their own programmes dedicated to them, while the rest of the teaching was led by Revd Richard Moy, vicar of Christ Church W4. Richard’s talks - on Romans, chapters 5-8 - very practical and stimulating.  We felt God blessed his ministry, and there was a powerful move of the Holy Spirit over the course of the weekend.  It was exciting to see God moving supernaturally.  ‘It is for freedom that Christ has set us free’ - several BPC members witnessed strongly to this through their testimonies. We had a good response to the post-weekend questionnaire, and the feedback overall was very positive.  Given the diversity of interests, ages and views, it suggested overall that the weekend was a great success and that people valued the teaching, the prayer and just being together as a church family. There was also significant interest in making this a regular event, possibly annually, and perhaps a bit closer to home. 
SOS Emergency Shelter


         Revd Michael Greig
The Emergency Shelter was opened at the Centre@VerneyClose in November 2016 in response to the number of requests that BPC were receiving for help from homeless people. It consists of a small bed room with an external door, linked to an adjacent toilet and shower. It is isolated from and can function independently from the Centre

Run by the ‘SOS team’ the aim is to provide emergency accommodation for 3-4 nights combined with an attempt to try to discern why a person is homeless and where appropriate, to point them to professional organisations which could provide long term support. 

Most of the ‘guests’ have been local, including a young man found living in small tent in mid-winter and a builder’s labourer who had fallen ill and had to leave his rented room when he ran out of money. 

During the year 9 individuals were helped and most moved on to permanent accommodation and employment. In each case team members were able to talk at length with the guest and pray with them. All were invited to church both to services and the Tuesday lunch – two of the guests are now regular church members. 

Much was learned from the experience but currently (March 2018) the room cannot be used whilst negotiations continue with Centre’s insurers over unworkable conditions that have been imposed on the use of the room. 

The Centre




  
        Keith Croxton
At the heart of The Centre’s work is to be a presence and sacred space in the heart of the town where God’s love and compassion can be experienced as the church responds to the needs in the community. The Centre is open Monday to Thursday mornings between 10 am and 12 noon for coffee and company and every Monday afternoon between 2.30 pm and 4 pm for tea and chat. For an increasing number these are important times especially for those who live on their own or feel lonely or isolated. There is a community of 30 volunteers who ensure there are at least two present each time to give a warm welcome.

2017 saw the start of the garden project including the creation of vegetable beds which provide fresh vegetables for the Community Lunch.  The project will develop further during 2018 so if you are interested in gardening and would like to join the team working on the garden, do let us know.  

The Centre is also the base for the Food Bank and the SOS room.

During the year Stephen Smith resigned as caretaker and we thank Stephen for his contribution. Bob Johnstone is now our caretaker/buildings manager. 

We also make the building available for community groups who are meeting the needs of the community thus making The Centre an important part of community life. A full list of the groups using The Centre can be seen under The Centre on the church web site.   

Women’s Ministry (Part 1)
          
                         Ruth Newell
In January we had a wonderful talk from Zena Greig covering how she met Michael and their time in Rwanda, and how lovely the people are, and their return to Britain before the genocide, and so sad that many friends were murdered, but Zena is returning for a visit and we were able to donate £90 for Zena to spend on worthy projects in Rwanda.  So many people have commented on such a moving talk.  In addition Tina Mitchell sold over £80 of jewellery from Fiona's project in Peru.
Mary Williams spoke to us on 22nd April a moving and well thought out on talk focussing on 'hands', and we were able to send £75 to Tearfund for their child protection work against trafficking etc.  
In 15th July Pauline Stanton Saringer spoke on the Children's Homes in India Charity she has been involved with for the past 10 years, and women were so interested and had so many questions to ask Pauline we ran over by 20 minutes at the end.  We were able to give Pauline a cheque for Children's Homes in India Trust amounting to £63.
So we have had 5 wonderful speakers, whilst sharing a delicious and filling continental style breakfast and have given a total of £619 (brilliant for only 5 breakfast talks) to Christian Charities, plus £80 in jewellery sales, so we have had a terrific impact on mission and outreach too.
(Part 2)



                                 
                   Hannah Roskell  

I started co-ordinating the women’s ministry towards the end of 2017. Along with my team, we organised a great social meal at Prego in September which around 25 women attended. The women’s breakfast at the beginning of November was also very well attended with just over 50 coming (with a real mix of ages) and there was a brilliant talk by Emma Cottrell. We then held a Christmas craft evening at the end of November which had some amazing feedback from the women that came. It was a fantastic opportunity for women to relax and get to know one another and I hope to arrange another one this year. 

I am also planning to organise another social meal and a women’s film night for the coming months. In due course I would also love to see mentoring and prayer triplets as part of the women’s ministry. 
Young Adults



     Revd Danny Rodgers   

 It is wonderful that as a church we continue to see increasing numbers of young adults (18s-30somethings) attend Buckingham Parish Church. All three of the main Sunday congregations attract young adults and students from Buckingham University. After the 6pm services the group regularly heads to the Woolpack for a drink and a bite to eat. These nights in the pub have really helped young adults make friends and settle into the life of the church. 

One of our major goals at the parish church is to raise up, develop and nurture younger leaders.  It has been good to see younger leaders beginning to step up more and play a significant role in the leadership of the church. For example, we have had younger people contributing to the governance of the church by committing to become members of our PCC, allowing the voice of a younger generation to be heard and to influence the vision and direction of the church. I certainly hope that in the future we will continue to see young adults playing a more prominent role in church life as we seek to make disciples of the ‘missing generation’ of the 21st century church.

PASTORAL

Prayer Ministry                                                                     Mary Williams
 The Prayer Ministry Team continues to be very much used particularly at the 6.00p.m. and 11.00 a.m. services.   Perhaps because parents are collecting children not the same number of people come forward at the 9.30 a.m. service.   Sundays are not the only time when we are available and arrangements are made for people to have prayer through the week.    A ‘Prayer Walk’ in church for all the different ministries was well attended as was our annual ‘Waiting for Jesus’ which seems to provide the peaceful oasis people desperately need.    We now have a Prayer Notice Board.

We would very much value prayer from the wider church for this ministry as we cannot do it in our own strength.    We are blessed and encouraged when we hear of answers to prayer and also as we see the amazing way the Lord brings people through adversity.

As always we feel privileged to be a part of this ministry.

PASTORAL CARE



                                     Jo Ash

The Pastoral work in the church has evolved into a busy and varied ministry. As the congregation grows, we are faced with a huge variety of needs, much of which are confidential. The series we did as a church on Paraclesis was a great help in raising awareness of the needs of our church family and the responsibilities we have to come alongside each other in our times of need.
The structure of connect groups means that those who are in a group would usually be supported pastorally by their group. There have been occasions where extra help has been required but generally this works well. Those who aren’t in a group are more vulnerable and I have enjoyed building relationships and friendships with members of the various services and outreach events in order to try and support those in need. 

Pastoral work at The Centre involves establishing relationships with those attending, being God’s hands and feet in the town. 

There have been difficult times and some troubled souls passing through. The SOS room has been well used and we have established connections to a charity to rehome rough sleepers. The Community Lunch has also provided the opportunity to offer pastoral care to those on the fringes of our church. 

It is important to acknowledge that there are many, many people in the church who quietly support each other and offer prayer, wisdom and friendship to those who need it, for which we are so grateful.  There are people who face illnesses and need short term support, or perhaps ongoing support and there are situations that arise that require immediate reaction and the investment of many hours of time, alongside prayer and friendship. The needs of our church family are many and diverse. It is a privilege to serve in such a ministry.

Pastoral Care at BPC is something that we can and should all be involved in. 

We are building up a team and offering training and support to those willing to be more involved. 

SACRISTAN & SIDESPERSONS


         Gerry Causer

Sacristan, Servers and Chalice Assistants

During 2017 we have not managed to add to the team of Servers and Chalice Assistants, but fortunately we have not lost any either – so a big thank you to the loyal team!  My particular role as Sacristan has a little more to it than many might expect – ensuring there is a stock of wine, wafers (including non-alcoholic and gluten free varieties), candles, tapers, matches, and palm crosses as required;  preparing the rotas; ensuring that altar clothes and purifiers are cleaned; changing the altar frontals to the correct Liturgical colour as the church year progresses; and liaising with the officiant at the ‘special’ services to ensure that they can run as smoothly as possible and allowing the clergy to concentrate on the leading and preaching. It would be a great to have one or two more volunteers – you don’t have to wait to be asked!

Sidespersons

A huge thank you to everyone who served as a sidesperson during 2017.  Once inside the church, your role in greeting, handing out the appropriate books, answering questions, and putting at ease any newcomers who may be worried as to where they may sit etc., is vital and very appreciated by all. Ushering the congregation forward for communion is a way of ensuring that the service flows smoothly, especially the larger services such as Christmas and Easter where there is likely to be visitors who may be unsure as to what to do.  Another service where ‘many hands make light work’, is the Remembrance Day service.  I am most grateful to all those who help out on the day whatever the weather!  As always more volunteers are needed.  If this could be you, let myself, the office, or any existing sidesperson know.  You don’t need to wait to be asked.

SAFEGUARDING

             Jane Wardale and Denise Evans
There has been considerable discussion about Safeguarding and the protection of children and vulnerable adults in the media recently in relation to churches and to other institutions.  It is vitally important that as a community we fulfil our responsibility to do everything in our power to ensure the safety of the young and vulnerable with whom the church comes into contact.

As noted in the formal Parish Annual Report, Buckingham Parish Church has robust policies and procedures in this regard, endorsed by the PCC.  These are on display in church, and available on the Safeguarding page of the church website.

The church takes great care in the appointment of volunteers to work with vulnerable groups.  It is important that we assess the suitability of applicants for particular roles, and that applicants obtain Disclosure and Barring Service clearance where required.  Final approval for the appointment of volunteers is the responsibility of the PCC.

Once a volunteer is in post, they are expected to attend a safeguarding training session at the earliest opportunity.  Our training is designed to equip volunteers to provide a safe and caring environment for our children, young people and vulnerable adults, and to enable them to take action if there are concerns about an individual in their care.  Volunteers are asked to refresh this every three years.  The Diocese of Oxford is currently rolling out a revised suite of training modules, which we will be incorporating into our local training during 2018.

The Safeguarding Officers are the first point of contact for anyone with concerns relating to the welfare of children, young people or vulnerable adults.  Issues raised will always be taken seriously, and acted on appropriately.  Their contact details are published in the weekly newsletter, as well as on the church website.

Finally, it is important to ensure that there is a culture of collective responsibility throughout the church family for maintaining a caring community were everyone feels safe and respected.  Safeguarding the welfare of the young and vulnerable is the responsibility of the whole church community.   
SERVICES



                 Revd Will Pearson-Gee

8am BCP Service

Numbers at the 8am congregation have declined to under a dozen reflecting an ageing congregation.  Some are now worshipping at the midweek communion service instead which is great news.  Numbers at festival services were also considerably down but I have no idea why.  We are extremely grateful to the retired clergy who take many of these services allowing the Rector and Curate to focus on the three main Sunday congregations.

10am Midweek Communion Service

The midweek communion service (using Common Worship) has continued to grow which is a huge encouragement and it is not uncommon to have 20 present.  We have welcomed younger members to preach in this forgiving context.  The serving of refreshments on the 1st Wednesday continues to be a great success and provides welcome fellowship.  This service continues to offer a spiritual interlude in a busy week which may explain is increasing popularity.  

9.30am Service

The 9.30am service has continued to see new families joining although overall numbers seem steady.  We continue to see 40-50 children and 50-60 adults.  The service provides a relaxed environment with outstanding children’s groups as well as solid adult teaching (which is shared with the evening congregation).  Time remains a pressure (to finish in time for the 11am to start) and this will need a solution if this service is to grow.  Extra rooms off-site to cater for future growth and more volunteers in the band and tech remain targets.  The service is live-streamed via YouTube and the sermon remains on YouTube for viewing at a later date.

11am Parish Communion Service

The 11am Parish Communion service has remained unchanged and has seen growth in the number of young families in the congregation and the choir.  The return to a non-Eucharistic 1st Sunday service with a less formal style has been broadly welcomed and connect groups are being encouraged to help take some of these services.   The teaching has almost always followed the lectionary although we do arrange the readings as a sermon series to aid continuity.  Numbers have increased slightly which is great news.  

6pm Contemporary Evening Service

‘The 6 o’clock’ as it is known continues to offer solid worship and teaching.  The trajectory to develop a more charismatic service has continued and has been generally well received.  The quality of the band-led worship has increased and been complimented by the addition of some amazing lighting which amplifies the beauty of the church interior.  We have continued to offer compelling but challenging teaching using a small preaching team.  Numbers over the year have only increased slightly.  The service is live-streamed via YouTube and the sermon remains on YouTube for viewing at a later date.
TRAIDCRAFT & FAIRTRADE

                       Tina Mitchell
This year the Traidcraft stall has been very busy, not only in church, but also out in the community and in villages.  Goods purchased from Traidcraft amounted to £2693.67  and £100 was sent to Traidcraft Exchange from the trading account.

Buckingham celebrated its 10th Fairtrade Town anniversary.  We were fortunate to have a speaker from the Foundation, Adam Gardner, who was able to show how Fairtrade certification has really benefitted a group of banana producers in Panama.  Donations from our events enabled us to send a further £183.22 to Traidcraft Exchange and £88.78 to the Fairtrade Foundation.

Millions of people still live in poverty so the job of Traidcraft and the Fairtrade movement continues to be vital for those whose products we love to buy.  By the simple act of choosing to buy Fairtrade we are putting our faith into action, loving our neighbours as ourselves and helping to redress the injustices of international trade.

WORSHIP TEAM




                  Tim King

2017 was a great year for BPC worship. We saw a number of new members in the team which is always nice. We had lots of positive feedback about the contemporary worship. The weekend away was a highlight, worshipping with members of the traditional and contemporary services. We did a late-night worship slot on the Saturday night which was really powerful and went down well. On the back of that we have started doing ‘Unhindered worship’ evenings on the third Monday of the month. These have been well attended and again, we have had lots of positive feedback about them. The baptism and confirmation service was another really powerful service with a highlight for many being the inclusion of the organ with the band. We started to incorporate some of the youth within the worship, which has been a real pleasure to get them involved, and we will continue in 2018. It is a real blessing to get to do what we do through contemporary worship here at BPC, we have a unique, diverse and wonderful church. 
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